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Abstract Title 
An Input Device 



An input device for inputting instructions or data into an apparatus having a display for displaying a 
plurality of selectable menu items comprises a display controller for controlling the display to display at ieast 
one of the menu items as a plurality of subsequently selectable submenu items, and a selection device for 
selecting one of the submenu items. The display controller is responsive to the selection of a submenu item 
displayed as a plurality of subsequentiaily selectable submenu items to control the display to indicate the 
selectabihty of the submenu items. The selector can be used for the subsequent selection of the submenu 
items and data or instructions are input based on a selected menu item of submenu item 
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AN INPUT DEVICE 

The present invention generally relates to an input device for inputting instructions or 
data to an apparatus. Also, the present invention relates to an apparatus having a 
5 user interface allowing a user to select an item from a menu. 

Sn modern information processing apparatuses it is a requirement to provide a 
convenient user interface for the input of instructions or data. Conventionally for 
computers and many other devices this is provided as a keyboard. However, not all 
10 devices can allow for the provision of a keyboard of a size which can be operated in 
the conventional manner by depressing keys. For example, in personal digital 
assistants (PDAs), pagers, mobile phones, and remote control devices, the provision 
of a keyboard which functions in the conventional manner is not always practical. 

1 5 The design of an interface allowing a user to input instructions or data into 
equipment is an important factor in making the equipment more easily usable. It is 
desirable to make the interface easy for a novice to use and yet suitable for an 
experienced user to enter instructions or data rapidly. 

20 Marking menus have been developed for use with computers having pointing devices 
and such a system is disclosed in WO96/39670. Such menus allow a user to enter 
instructions or data by navigating through menus. The menus are selected in 
accordance with the pattern of a stroke made by the pointing device. Once a menu 
has been selected by a particular stroke for example in a particular direction, 

25 submenus are then displayed which can be similarly selected. Thus, an experienced 
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user can make a number of menu and submenu selections by a complex stroke 
pattern using the pointing device. However, an inexperienced user has to wait for 
each menu item selector] before the submenu items are displayed and can be 
selected. Thus, for a novice user the menu selection operation is not quick. Further, 
the marking menu method can oniy be used with apparatus having a pointing device 
allowing the movement of a cursor across a screen. Such an arrangement is thus 
not appropriate for small hand heid devices such as persona! digital assistants 
(PDAs), mobile telephones, pagers, remote controls, or calculators. 

In accordance with a first aspect the present invention provides an input device for 
inputting instructions or data to an apparatus having display means for displaying a 
plurality of selectable menu items, the input device comprising: 

display control means for controlling said display means to display at least 
one of said menu items as a plurality of subsequently selectable submenu items; 

selection means for selecting one of said menu items, said display control 
means being responsive to the selection of a said menu item displayed as a plurality 
of subsequently selectable submenu items to control said display means to indicate 
the selectability of said submenu items, and said selection means being operable for 
the subsequent selection of one of said submenu items; and 

input determining means for determining input instructions or data based on 
a selected menu item or submenu item. 

Thus in accordance with the present invention by displaying the currently selectable 
menu items as subsequently selectable menu items the user is able to predict the 



3 

next input operation necessary using the selection means in order to select a 
subsequent menu item. 

Each instruction or data unit to be input can be represented by a menu item and the 
5 menu items are organised in a hierarchical tree structure such that each menu item 
or submenu item is displayed as a representation of a set of one or more instruction 
inputs or data inputs. Thus, said submenu items can be displayed as a plurality of 
subsequentialiy selectable submenu items thus displaying a plurality of 
subsequentialiy selectable submenu items and in one embodiment all subsequentialiy 
10 selectable submenu items. 

Data or instructions can be input automatically when one of the menu items or 
submenu items comprising no subsequentialiy selectable submenu items is selected. 

15 In one embodiment the selection means comprises a plurality of key means operable 
for the selection of corresponding menu items or submenu items. The plurality of 
key means can be arranged in a spatial manner related to the spatial arrangement of 
corresponding menu items on the display means. In one such arrangement the 
display and the keys means can comprise a touch sensitive display wherein the 

20 spatial locations of the currently selectable menu items or submenu items displayed 
on the touch sensitive display comprise the key means. Alternatively the key means 
comprise a plurality of keys or a single composite key arranged in a layout 
corresponding to the layout of said currently selectable menu items or submenu 
items on the display means. In yet another alternative arrangement the key means 

25 comprise a plurality of keys, or a composite key arrangement labelled to identify the 
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spatial position on said display means which is selectable by the respective key or 
part of the composite key. 

The currently selectable menu items or submenu items are preferably displayed on 
5 the display means in a spatial manner about a midpoint. In such an arrangement 
each of the Key means is adapted to display a pointer thereon in a direction 
corresponding to a direction on the display means from the midpoint to tne menu 
item or submenu item to be selected by the key means. 

10 In an embodiment the display control means is operative in response to the selection 
of one of the menu items or submenu items displayed as a plurality of 
subsequentially selectable submenu items to control the display means to highlight 
the selected menu item or submenu item and to visually indicate that the 
subsequentially selectable submenu items are currently selectable by said selection 

1 5 means. 

In another embodiment of the present invention the display control means is operable 
to control the display means to display the currently selectable menu items or 
submenu items about a midpoint, and when a menu item displayed as a plurality of 
20 subsequentially selectable submenu items is selected, to redisplay the submenu 
items of the selected menu item about the midpoint, in this way at each selection 
by the user the display always displays the items selectable in the current menu 
about a fixed origin. Thus when the total number of items in the submenus is large 
and thus there is a large number of submenus, the display of the item to be 



5 

ultimately selected for input is continuously enhanced as the submenus are 
traversed. 



Preferably the submenu items of selected menu items are redisplayed with the same 
5 geometrical distribution about the midpoint. Also, preferably the subsequently 
selectable menu items are displayed in the same geometrical arrangement but in a 
reduced scale. 



In accordance with a second aspect the present invention provides apparatus having 
10 a user interface allowing a user to select an item from a menu, the interface 
comprising: 

display means adapted to display a plurality of selectable menu items, at 
least one of said menu items being displayed as a plurality of subsequently selectable 
submenu items; 

1 5 selection means for selecting one of said menu items; and 

display control means for controlling said display means in response to the 
selection of a said menu item displayed as a plurality of subsequently selectable 
menu items to activate the selectability of said submenu items; 

wherein said selection means is operable for the subsequent selection of one 
20 of said submenu items. 



This aspect of the present invention provides a convenient interface allowing the 
user to predict the selection necessary in order to select a submenu. In this way the 
selection operation by the user is enhanced because of the ability to predict the 
25 selection operation required for the next selection. This is particularly advantageous 
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when the selection means comprises keys arranged in a spatial relationship with 
regard to the spatial arrangement of the menu items. 



in accordance with 3no:her aspect of the present invention there is provided an input 
5 device for inputting instructions or data to an apoaratus having display means for 
displaying a plurality of items corresponding to instructions or data to be input, the 
input device comprising: 

display control means for grouping said items into a hierarchy of sets and 
subsets and for controlling said display means to display items of alternative sets or 
10 subsets of items; 

selection means for selecting one of the sets of items, said display control 
means being operative in response to the selection of one of the sets of items to 
control said display means to indicate the selectability of the or each item of 
alternative subsets for the selected set, and said selection means being operable to 
1 5 select any one of said subsets; and 

input means for inputting instructions or data in response to the selection of 
a subset comprising a single item by said selection means. 

In an embodiment the sets of items and subsets of items are displayed in a 
20 geometrically equivalent manner. 

In an embodiment the selection means comprises key means for the selection of 
corresponding displayed and selectable sets or subsets. The key means can be 
arranged in a spatial manner related to the spatial arrangement on the display means 
25 of corresponding selectable sets or subsets of items. Such an arrangement can 
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comprise a touch sensitive display wherein the spatsai locations of the currently 
selectable sets or subsets of items displayed on the touch sensitive display 
comprises the key means. The key means can comprise a plurality of keys arranged 
in a layout corresponding to the layout of the currently selectable sets or subsets of 
5 items on the display means. Alternatively, the selection means comprises a plurality 
of keys each labelled to identify the spatial position on the display means where a 
corresponding selectable set or subset is displayed. 

In an embodiment the currently selectable sets or subsets of keys are displayed 
10 about an origin and each of the key means is adapted to display a pointer in a 
direction corresponding to a direction on the display means from the origin to the 
subset or set to be selected by the key means. 

in another embodiment the currently selectable sets or subsets are displayed about 
1 5 an origin and when a set or subset is selected, the subsets of the selected set are 
redisplayed about the origin. The subsets of a selected set can be redisplayed with 
the same geometrical distribution about the origin. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be described with reference to the 
20 accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of apparatus including an input device in 
accordance with an embodiment to the present invention; 

Figure 2 is an illustration of the hierarchical arrangement of the menu items 
25 used in a first embodiment of the present invention; 
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Figures 3a to 31 illustrate a method of selecting menu items to input data 
accordance with a first embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 4 !S a f.ow diagram illustrating the operation of a first embodiment of 
the present invention, 

o Figure o illustrates a pager incorporating an input device of the first 

embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 6 illustrates a public information kiosk incorporating an input device in 
accordance with the 'irst embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 7a illustrates an application of an input device of the first 
10 embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 7b illustrates another application of the input device in accordance 
with the first embodiment of the present invention; 

Figures 8a to 8d illustrate the operation of an input device in accordance 
wfth a second embodiment of the present invention; 
1 5 F[ 9 ure 9a to 9c illustrate the operation of an input device in accordance with 

a third embodiment of the present invention; and 

Figure 10a :c : Od illustrate the operation of an input device in accordance 
with a further embodiment of the present invention. 



20 Referring to Figure 1, an input device 10 of an embodiment of the present invention 
is Hiustrated for use in conjunction with a processing unit 4 and a display 5. The 
input device 10 comprises a user selection device 1 for entering and reg.stering a 
user's selection of a menu item. The input is received at the input unit 2 which 
sends a signal to the display controller 3 to update the display 5. If the input 

25 select.on received at the user selection device 1 comprises an input data unit or 



me mPU ' " m 2 B — «« <° «•» P™9 un., 4 (o , the processing of 
the data un„ „, , nst(uct , on . The process|ng 4 jhen con(roi ^ ^ ^ 



d.spiay .ha processed data o, data process in accordance with the inpu, 



instruction. 



5 A„hou 9 h ,„ Fl9u ,e , , he , nput dev , ce ,„ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

d,sp,av 5 and the processor 4. the ,„ put de.ice can .corporate a d,sp,a y #oc 
d,sp,a v ,n 9 the ,„p ut data and;or An ^ ^ ^ ^ 

a pagar. mobile «e,ephone, o, PDA wh.eh .corporate a „, „ qu , d crystal dlsp|ay 



(LCD). 

10 



The operation o, a «,rs, embodiment o, the present invention wii, now be described 
with reference to Figures 2 to 4. 



In 

a space . 



Figure 2 ,„us,ra,es the pr g an,sation of inpu, data into a hierarchical tree structure. 
15 ,his embodiment the data ,o be inpu, comprises the aiphabe, A «o Z and 

in the embodiment o, F , 9 ure 2 „ can be seen tha, ,he inpu, da.a ,s arran g ed in,o _ a 
,bree ieve, ,ree s,ruc,ure. Thus, in order ,o seiec, a da,a ,,em ,.. , 0 „ avlgate „ „ 
bonom o, ,be ,ree. a maximum o, three s.iecion operations are re.uaed. This is a 

e of a cursor movable across a display of the possible 



20 27 data units which can be 



input. 



Pr 3 ure 3 i„us,ra,ea the operation o, the hrs, embodiment where, tbe da,a items are 

d,sp,a V ed i„ a menu d,sp lav area 20 as menu „«. Data wNch , s , npu , , s 

rn the d,sp,a v area 2 ,. The menu d|sp|ay ^ 2Q ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

25 inpu, unas ,n d.spiay sa g men,s which in ,b,s embpdimen, composes puadrants o, ,he 
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display. The four quadrants comprise the four selectable menu items each of which 
,s displayed as a plurality of subsequentially selectable submenu items. in this 
embodiment the selection means comprises four keys 22 corresponding to the tour 
quadrants of the menu display area 20. 

5 

tn order to input the text "CALL" starting at Figure 3a. initially the top left hand key 
indicated by an arrow ,s pressed to select the top left hand quadrant of the d.splay 
menu area 20. The display menu area 20 changes in response to the operation of 
the key to redisplay the submenus which are now selectable in the four quadrants. 
10 Once again ,t can be seen in F.gure 3b that each of the quadrants displays either a 
selectable data unit comprising a character which in this example is "A" or a 
selectable submenu. The selection of the top right hand quadrant us.ng the top right 
hand key in F.gure 3b will result ,n the redisplay of the selected submenu in the 
menu d.splay area 20 as shown in Figure 3c. As can be seen in Figure 3c this 
15 submenu only comprises two submenu items i.e. "B" or "C". Operation of e.ther of 
the left hand or right hand keys 22 will cause the selection of the appropriate 
character and in this example "C" is selected using one of the right hand keys. The 
result of the selection ,s shown in F,gure 3d in which the letter "C" is displayed as 
input in the display area 21 and the menu display area 20 is reset to display all of the 
20 characters which can poss.biy be input. Selection of the top left hand quadrant then 
results in the redisplay of the submenu items as shown in Figure 3e. The selection 
of the top left hand quadrant in Figure 3e result in the character "A" being input as 
shown in Figure 3f. 



1 1 

Figures 3g to 31 illustrate similar steps for the selection of the letters "L" and "L" to 
input the word "CALL". 



Figure 4 is a flow diagram illustrating the steps performed in generating input 
5 characters. in step S 1 the initial menu items are displayed. In step S2 it is 
determined whether the first key is pressed, if not it is determined whether each of 
the other keys is pressed and if key N is not pressed (where N = 4 in this 
embodiment) in step S6 the process returns to step S2 to await the pressing of a 
key. If in step S2 it is detected that the first key is pressed, it is detected whether 
10 there is a submenu i.e. whether it is the last item in the menu. If there is a 
submenu, tn step S4 the displayed menu is updated to display the new submenus 
which are selectable and the process returns to step S2. If in step S3 the selected 
item is the last in the menu, the selected item is input in step S5 and the process 
returns to step S1 wherein the initial menu items are displayed. 

15 

The steps S2 to S5 are carried out for each of the keys and are illustrated as steps 
S6 to S9 for the N th key in this flow diagram. 

It can thus be seen in this embodiment that the number of key operations in order to 
20 select an item for input is reduced compared to a conventional cursor movement 
system in which a cursor is moved over a conventional alphabetical or QWERTY 
keyboard layout. As clearly illustrated in Figure 2 a maximum of three key 
operations are required in order to select an item for input. 
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Although in Figure 2 a particular hierarchical tree structure is illustrated, this is an 
example only and in practice the tree structure would be optimised such that the 
most commonly selected items appear at higher levels and the least frequently 
selected items appear at lower levels. This will further reduce the average number of 
5 key operations in order to seleci an item for input. 

Although in this embodiment each time a menu item is selecting having submenu 
items the submenu items are redisplayed about the same origin i.e. in an enlarged 
form, this is not essential. In an alternative embodiment the selected quadrant could 
10 be highlighted in some way and the selection of submenu items within the quadrant 
could be enabled. 



Further, although in this embodiment all of the possible input items are displayed in 
the initial menu display, this is not essential and indeed for a menu having a large 
number of possible input items it may not be possible since the display would have a 
cluttered appearance and for low resolution displays it may not be possible to display 
all items. However, at least tne next selectable menu items within a menu item will 
be displayed. 



Although in Figure 3a to 31 the use of input keys 22 is illustrated, the menu display 
area 20 can comprise a touch sensitive display in an alternative embodiment of the 
present invention. In such an embodiment the selection of a quadrant can take place 
by the touching of the relevant quadrant. 



13 

Figure 5 illustrates the incorporation of the input device in a pager. In this 
embodiment the display 13 comprises the menu display area and the input data 
display area. In addition to the input keys 22 there is provided a cancel key 12 
which enables the current menu display area to be reset to the initial menu display 
5 and also for the deletion of input characters. 

Figure 6 illustrates a further embodiment wherein the input device is incorporated 
within a public information kiosk. 

10 Figure 7a illustrates yet another embodiment in which the input device is provided in 
a console 30 separate to a display 40 and connected thereto by a wire 35. 

Figure 7b illustrates an alternative embodiment wherein the input device is illustrated 
as a remote control device 50 for use with a display 40. 

15 

In both of these embodiments it can be seen that the input device need not be 
provided with a display unit and the display unit of a remote apparatus can be used 
for displaying the menu items to be navigated through. 

20 Figures 8a to 8d illustrate an alternative but similar embodiment of the present 
invention wherein instead of arranging the menu items in quadrants in a four line 
type display, the menu items are arranged displayed in a menu display area 25 about 
an origin 26. Above the menu display area 25 there is an input display area 27 for 
displaying the input characters which in this example already comprises "THE". In 

25 this embodiment four menu items are displayed above, below, to the left, and to the 
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right of the origin 26. Each of the menu items is displayed as subsequentiaiiy 
selectable menu items. Each of the menu items can be selected by corresponding 
keys 28 arranged in a corresponding geometric arrangement. 

in Figure 8a the top Key indicated by the arrow is selected and as illustrated 
5 in Figure 8b the submenu items are redisplayed in the menu item display area 25. 
The selection of the left key m Figure 8b results \r the redisplay of the selected 
submenu items in the menu display area 25 as shown in Figure 8c. The selection of 
the right-hand key in figure 8c results in the input of the character M C M as shown in 
Figure 8d and the menu display area 25 returns to displaying the initial menu. 

10 Th!S embodiment is similar to the first embodiment in that at each level 

there are a maximum of four possible menu items selectable. The present invention 
is not however limited to a particular number of selectable menu items and Figures 
9a to 9c illustrate another embodiment wherein there are three selectable menu 
items per level and three corresponding selection keys 41 . As can be seen in Figures 

15 9a to 9c the menu display area is triangular with triangular submenu areas. In this 
embodiment the selection of the top selection key in Figure 9a results in the 
selection of the top submenu as illustrated in Figure 9b. The subsequent selection of 
the top key in Figure 9b results in the redisplaying of the menu selection area as 
shown in Figure 9c. The selection of the top key again will result in the input of the 

20 character "A". 

Figures 10a to 10b illustrate yet another embodiment of the present 
invention wherein only two menu items are displayed at each level and two 
corresponding input keys 51 and 52 are provided. In this arrangement which is 
illustrated as a PDA, on the display 53 there are illustrated a series of options lying in 
25 two display halves. The set or group of options displayed in the top half of the 
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display 53 can be selected using the key 51 and as shown in Figure 10b the display 
53 is then updated to display the submenu items of the selected menu item. The 
selection of the key 51 in Figure 10b causes the updating of the display 53 as 
shown in Figure 10c and the selection of the key 52 in Figure 10c causes the 
5 updating of the display as shown in Figure lOd. The selection of the key 51 in 
Figure 10d results in the selection of option J as an input where option J can 
comprise an input instruction or input data. 

As can be seen in these embodiments the possible input data is organised 
into sets and subsets in a hierarchical tree structure and each menu item displayed 
10 on a display can comprise one or more input data item for instruction. The number 
of menu items displayed at each level need not be the same as has been illustrated 
with regard to the first embodiment in which some menu levels have four items and 
others have two. 

Although in the embodiments illustrated the selection means comprises a 
15 plurality of keys, the selection means could comprise a composite key such as a 
"rocker" type switch allowing for a select.on of one of the displayed menu .terns. 

It can be seen from the above embodiments that a user interface is provided 
wherein items can be selected from a menu structure of menus and submenus 
wherein each menu item is displayed as a plurality of subsequently selectable 
20 submenu items. Such an arrangement allows for a user to predict the subsequent 
selections necessary in order to select an item. 

The present invention is particularly applicable to devices which require 
instructions or data to be input and which have limited input means. The invention is 
part.cularly applicable to input devices in which there are a limited number of input 
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keys by assocrattng a particular key with a particular area of the display in which the 
menu item will be displayed, a simple menu selection arrangement is provided. 

Although the present invention has been described here and above with 
reference to embodiments, the present invention is not limited to the embodiments 
5 and modifications within the spirit and scope of the present invention will be 
apparent to a skilled person in the art. 



CLAIMS : 
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I- An ,npu, devlce fo , inputt|ng , nstructions m (o ^ ^ 

d.spiay means ,« d,sp,ay,n 9 . olurallty of se|ec , ab|e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
5 comprising: 

dispiay control means ,or controlling sa,d d,sp,ay moans ,o d.splay a, ,eas, 
one o, said mono items as a p,ura„, y o, subsepuently selecrab.e submenu „ems; 

seiecon means for se,ec,,„ B one of sa,d menu ««, sa , d display comro| 
means bo,n g response to t be selection o, a sa,d menu ,tem delayed as a p,ura„,y 
10 o, subsequently se,ec,ab,e submenu cms ,o con.ro, sard d.spiay means to ind.cate 

the selectab.lrty of said suhmpn. . ltQm , 

submenu .terns, and sa,d selection means be.ng operable for 

the subsequent select.on of one of sa,d submenu items; and 

input determining means for determining input instructions or data based on 
a selected menu item or submenu item. 



15 

2. 



An inpu, dey.ce according ,o Ca.m , where.n sa,d input de.ermrnrng means 
is adapted to determ.ne ,npu, instructions or data when one o, sa,d menu „ems or 
submenu items compus.ng no subsequently seiectabie submenu items is seiected. 

20 3. An inpu, dev.ce accord.ng to claim , or clarm 2 wherern said dispiay control 

means ,s adapted to oontro, sa,d dispiay means to d.splay at ,eas, one o, sa,d 
submenu .terns as a piurality of subsequent selectable submenu items. 
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4. An input device according to any preceding cla.m wherein sa,d display 

control means .s adapted to d.splay each men,: item and submenu item as a 
representat.on oi a set of one or more instruction inputs or data inputs. 

5 5 . An moot device according to any preceding claim wherein said display 

control means is adapted to control said disolay means to display all subsequently 
selectable submenu items for each menu item or submenu item. 

6. An input dev.ce according to any preceding claim where.n said display 

10 control means is adapted to control said display means to display sa,d menu items or 
submenu items currently selectable at spatially arranged positions, and said selection 
means is adapted to select respective positions on sa,d display means. 

7. An input device according to claim 6 wherein said selection means 

1 5 comprises a plurality or Key means operable for the selection of corresponding menu 
items or submenu items. 

8. An ,nput device according to claim 7 wherein said plurality of key means are 

arranged in a spatial manner related to the spatial arrangement of corresponding said 
20 menu items on said display means. 

9. An input device according to cla.m 8 wherein said plurality of key means 

comprise a touch sensitive display, said spatial locations of the currently selectable 
menu .terns or submenu -terns displayed on said touch sensitive display comprising 
25 said key means. 
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10. An input device according to claim 8 wherein said key means comprise a 
plurality of keys arranged in a layout corresponding to the layout of said currently 
selectable menu items or submenu items on said display means. 

5 

1 1 . An input device according to claim 7 wherein said key means comprise a 
plurality of keys, each labelled to identify the spatial position on said display means 
which is selectable thereby. 

10 12. An input device according to any one of claims 7, 8, 10 or 1 1 wherein said 
display control means is adapted to control said display means to display the 
currently selectable menu items or submenu items about a midpoint, and each of 
said key means is adapted to display a pointer thereon in a direction corresponding to 
a direction on said display means from said midpoint to the menu item or submenu 

1 5 item to be selected by said key means. 

13. An input device according to any preceding claim wherein said display 
control means is operative in response to the selection of one of said menu items or 
submenu items displayed as a plurality of subsequently selectable submenu items to 

20 control said display means to highlight said selected menu item or submenu item and 
to visually indicate that the subsequently selectable submenu items are currently 
selectable by said selection means. 

1 4. An input device according to any one of claims 1 to 1 2 wherein said display 
25 control means is operable to control said display means to display the currently 
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selectable menu items or submenu items about a midpoint, and when a said menu 
item displayed as a plurality of subsequenttaliy selectable submenu items is selected, 
to redisplay the submenu items of the selected menu item about said midpoint. 

15. An input device according to claim 14 wherein said display control means is 
operative to redisplay the submenu items of selected menu items with the same 
geometrical distribution about said midpoint. 



16. An input device according to any preceding claim wherein said display 
10 control means is adapted to control said display means to display the currently 

selectable menu items or submenu items in a geometrical arrangement, and to 
display the subsequently selectable menu items of the or each currently selectable 
menu items or submenu items in the same geometrical arrangement but in a reduced 
scale. 

15 

17. An input device according to any preceding claim wherein said display 
control means is operable to control said display means to display said menu items 
as a hierarchical structure of representations of instruction inputs or data inputs. 

20 18. Apparatus having a user interface allowing a user to select an item from a 
menu, the interface comprising: 

display means adapted to display a plurality of selectable menu items, at 
least one of said menu items being displayed as a plurality of subsequently selectable 
submenu items; 

25 selection means for selecting one of said menu items; and 
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display control means for controlling said display means in response to the 
selection of a said menu item displayed as a plurality of subsequently selectable 
menu items to activate the seiectability of said submenu stems; 

wherein said selection means is operable for the subsequent selection of one 
5 of said submenu items. 

19. Apparatus according to claim 18 wherein said display control means is 
adapted to control said display means to display at least one of said submenu items 
as a plurality of subsequently selectable submenu items. 

10 

20. Apparatus according to claim 18 or claim 19 wherein said display control 
means is adapted to control said display means to display all subsequently selectable 
submenu items for each menu item or submenu item. 

15 21. Apparatus according to any one of claims 18 to 20 wherein said display 
control means is adapted to control said display means to display said menu items or 
submenu items currently selectable at spatially arranged positions, and said selection 
means is adapted to select respective positions on said display means. 

20 22. Apparatus according to claim 21 wherein said selection means comprises a 
plurality of key means operable for the selection of corresponding menu items or 
submenu items. 
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23. Apparatus according to claim 22 wherein said plurality of key means are 
arranged in a spatial manner related to the spatial arrangement of corresponding said 
menu items on said display means. 

5 24. Apparatus according to claim 23 wherein said plurality of key means 
comprise a touch sensitive display, said spatial locations of the currently selectable 
menu items or submenu items displayed on said touch sensitive display comprising 
said key means. 



10 25. Apparatus according to claim 23 wherein said key means comprise a 
plurality of keys arranged in a layout corresponding to the layout of said currently 
selectable menu items or submenu stems on said display means. 



26. Apparatus according to ciaim 22 wherein said key means comprise a 
15 plurality of keys, each labelled to identify the spatial position on said display means 

which is selectable thereby. 

27. Apparatus according to any one of claims 22, 23, 25 or 26 wherein said 
display control means is adapted to control said display means to display the 

20 currently selectable menu items or submenu items about a midpoint, and each of 
said key means is adapted to display a pointer thereon in a direction corresponding to 
a direction on said display means from said midpoint to the menu item or submenu 
item to be selected by said key means. 
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28. Apparatus according to any one of cla,ms 18 to 27 wherein sa.d d.splay 
control means ,s operative ,n response to the select,on of one of sa,d menu items or 
submenu items d, Sp ,a V ed as a piurality of subsequently selectable submenu items to 
control sa,d display means to highlight sa,d selected menu item or submenu item and 
5 to visually indicate that the subsequently selectable submenu items are currently 
selectable by said selection means. 



29. Apparatus according to any one of rlaimc is *^ o-> 

a any one ot claims 18 to 27 wherein said display 

control means is operable to control said disp.ay means to d.splay the currently 
10 selectable menu items or submenu .terns about a midpo.nt, and when a sa.d menu 
item d.splayed as a pluraHty of subsequent,^ selectable submenu .terns is selected, 
to redisplay the submenu .terns of the selected menu item about sa.d midpoint. 



30. Apparatus accord.ng to claim 29 wherein sa.d display control means is 
5 operative to redisplay the submenu .terns of selected menu items with the same 
geometrical distribution about said midpoint. 

31- Apparatus according to any one of cla.ms 18 to 30 wherein sa.d disp.ay 
control means is adapted to control sa.d display means to disp.ay the currently 
>0 se.ectable menu .terns or submenu .terns in a geometnca, arrangement, and to 
display the subsequently selectable menu .terns of the or each currently selectable 
menu items or submenu .terns in the same geometnca! arrangement but in a reduced 
scale. 
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32. Apparatus according to any one of claims 18 to 31 wherein said display 
control means is operaole to control said display means to display said menu items 
as a hierarchical structure of representations of instruction inputs or data inputs. 

5 33. An input device for inputting instructions or data to an apparatus having 
display means for displaying a plurality of items corresponding to instructions or data 
to be input, the input device comprising: 

display control means for grouping said stems into a hierarchy of sets and 
subsets and for controlling said display means to display .terns of alternative sets or 

1 0 subsets of items; 

selection means for selecting one of the sets of items, said display control 
means be.ng operative in response to the selection of one of the sets of items to 
control sa.d d.splay means to indicate the selectability of the or each .tern of 
alternative subsets for the selected set. and sa,d selection means being operable to 
1 5 select any one of said subsets; and 

input means for inputting instructions or data in response to the selection of 
a subset comprising a single item by said selection means. 

34. An input device according to claim 33 wherein said display control means is 
20 adapted to control sa,d d.splay means to d.splay said sets of items and sa.d subsets 
of items in a geometrically equivalent manner. 

35. An input device according to claim 34 where.n sa.d selection means 
comprises a plurality of key means operable for the selection of corresponding 
25 displayed and selectable sets or subsets. 



25 



36. An input device according to claim 35 wherein said plurality of key means 
are arranged in a spatial manner related to the spatial arrangement on said display 
means of corresponding selectable sets or subsets of items. 

5 

37. An input device according to claim 36 wherein said key means and said 
display means comprise a touch sensitive display, spatial locations of the currently 
selectable sets or subsets of items displayed on said touch sensitive display 
comprising said key means. 

10 

38. An input device according to claim 36 wherein said key means comprises a 
plurality of keys arranged in a layout corresponding to the layout of the currently 
selectable sets or subsets of items on said display means. 

15 39. An input device according to claim 33 wherein said selection means 
comprises a plurality of keys, each labelled to identify the spatial position on sard 
display means where a corresponding selectable set or subset is displayed. 

40. An input device according to any one of claims 35, 36, 38 or 39 wherein 
20 said display control means is adapted to control said display means to display the 
currently selectable sets or subsets about an origin, and each of said key means is 
adapted to display a pointer in a direction corresponding to a direction on said display 
means from said origin to the set or subset to be selected by said key means. 
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41 • An in P ut device according to any one of claims 33 to 40 wherein said 

display control means is operable to control said display means to display the 
currently selectable sets or subsets about an origin, and, when a said set or subset is 
selected, to redisplay the subsets of the selected set about said origin, 

42. An input device according to claim 41 wherein said display control means is 

operative to redisplay the subsets of the selected set with the same geometrical 
distribution about said origin. 



10 43. Apparatus comprising the input device and the display means according to 

any one of claims i to 18 or 33 to 42, wherein the display means is adapted to 
display the input data or data resulting from the input instructions. 



44. Information processing apparatus comprising the input device and the 

15 display means according to any one of claims 1 to 18 or 33 to 42, and processing 
means for receiving the input data or instructions, wherein the display means is 
adapted to display the input or processed data. 



45. An input device substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to 
20 and as illustrated in any of the accompanying drawings. 



46. Apparatus substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to and as 
illustrated in any of the accompanying drawings. 
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